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the early days of the 111th Congress, we
have done that.

With the good-will and earnest hard
work of Democrats and Republicans
alike, we passed a historic wilderness
bill, a lands bill that has been called
the most significant environmental
legislation in a quarter of a century.

We passed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair
Pay Act to help employees fight cases
of wage discrimination and ensure the
principle of equal pay for equal work.

We passed the lands bill on a bipar-
tisan Dbasis. We passed the Lilly
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act on a bipartisan
basis. We passed a new Children’s
Health Insurance Program to provide
health coverage to millions of low-in-
come families, children of those fami-
lies. We did that on a bipartisan basis.
We passed President Obama’s economic
recovery plan on a bipartisan basis, a
plan to begin creating jobs, investing
in our workforce, and providing tax re-
lief to working families.

As I have traveled around the coun-
try these last 10 days or so, people said:
Well, that was not bipartisan. It was.
We had Governors from Florida to Cali-
fornia, Republican Governors and Gov-
ernors in between, being cheerleaders
for this legislation. The day before the
legislation passed in Florida, conserv-
ative Republican Governor Crist intro-
duced President Obama, telling the
people of Florida that this legislation
was a must-pass for that State.

People said: Well, what happened in
the Senate? We got one more Repub-
lican vote than we needed. We had Re-
publican input. It was a bipartisan bill.
We may not have had a lot of Repub-
lican Senators voting for this legisla-
tion, but there was Republican input.
Senator VOINOVICH from Ohio was in-
volved in this legislation to the last
hour that we worked on this. He asked
for certain things in this legislation
and, frankly, he got them. It was a bi-
partisan group of Senators, led by, on
our side, Senators NELSON and
LIEBERMAN, on the Republican side by
Senators SNOWE, COLLINS, and SPEC-
TER. So it was bipartisan.

I appreciate the work we have been
able to accomplish in this Senate up to
this time. We are moving America for-
ward. We are in the early rounds of this
fight we have. Without further steps,
our economic crisis will grow worse,
not better. But there are going to be
further steps.

I heard on the radio this morning a
tremendous interview about a person
who was selling cars. He said, there is
no question about it, that the stimulus
is going to help him sell cars. I believe
that is the case, that all through our
economy, we are going to see improve-
ment.

That is why all of us—I repeat,
Democrats and Republicans, Members
of Congress—all Americans need to
pick up that shovel and keep filling our
economic ditch with dirt, so we can
climb out of it. We and the Obama ad-
ministration, we as Congress, and our
White House, will help millions of
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American families keep their homes,
stem the tide of falling home values for
the tens of millions of families who
have done nothing wrong yet continue
to see their home equity disappear.

We will implement banking reform to
begin to unfreeze wheels of credit once
again so that families can buy cars,
send their children to college, and busi-
nesses can manage inventory and hire
new workers, all while implementing
new oversight, protecting the Amer-
ican people from any future banking
crisis.

We will pass a budget, and we will do
it soon, that reflects the priorities of
America’s working families and safe-
guards every dollar of taxpayer funds.
Throughout this recession, American
people have been bombarded with bad
news, but they remain patient for the
tough choices and hard days still to
come, and feel good about the progress
that has been made.

The people of my State, Nevada, a
State hit harder than most any other,
understand this turnaround will not
happen tomorrow or the next day, but
they expect that Congress will put
progress over politics in every decision
we make.

Yesterday, President Obama said it
all when he said: It is the obligation of
the majority party to be inclusive. And
he is right about that. But he also said:
It is the obligation of the minority
party to be constructive. Inclusive and
constructive, if we keep those words in
mind, these critical next weeks of leg-
islating will provide us with an oppor-
tunity to again fill this economic ditch
that has been dug these last many
years and begin building the mountains
once again to get us out of there.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE
REPUBLICAN LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

————
WELCOME BACK

Mr. MCCONNELL. I wanted to briefly
welcome everyone back from the Lin-
coln recess. People had a constructive
period of time to interact with their
constituents or to do other important
business.

Listening carefully to what the ma-
jority leader had to say in terms of the
way forward, I will be happy to con-
tinue to work with him to move us in
the direction he wishes to take us in
terms of the scheduling of the Senate
over the next week or 10 days.

Madam President, we are now cleared
to do the consent agreement.

Mr. REID. I appreciate that very
much.

———
ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,

I ask unanimous consent that the clo-

ture motion with respect to the Solis
nomination be withdrawn.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I now ask unani-
mous consent that upon the conclusion
of the cloture vote with respect to the
motion to proceed to S. 160, the Senate
proceed to executive session as pre-
viously provided under a previous order
and the Senate then debate the nomi-
nation of HILDA SOLIS to be the Sec-
retary of Labor until 4:30 today, with
the time equally divided and controlled
between the leaders or their designees,
and that Senator MURRAY be in control
of the majority time; further, that at
4:30 p.m. today, the Senate proceed to
vote on the confirmation of the nomi-
nation; that upon confirmation, the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, no further motions be in order,
the President be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action, and the Senate
resume legislative session.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———————

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA HOUSE
VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 2009—
MOTION TO PROCEED

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
the motion to proceed to S. 160, which
the clerk will report by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A motion to proceed to the bill (S. 160) to
provide the District of Columbia a voting
seat and the State of Utah an additional seat
in the House of Representatives.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
time until 11 a.m. will be equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees.

The Senator from Connecticut.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Madam President,
I would first ask unanimous consent,
since the leaders have consumed—quite
eloquently, I might add—15 minutes,
that the hour run from this minute
until 11:15 so that both sides have the
full hour and that the cloture vote on
S. 160 occur at 11:15 a.m.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The majority leader is recognized.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I over-
looked a very important part of today.
It is my understanding it is the birth-
day of the manager of this legislation.
So all of us in the Senate wish the
great Senator from the State of Con-
necticut happy birthday.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Connecticut is
recognized.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Well, the Senator
from the State of Connecticut has
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